I. Introduction
Since the days of Ross and Grassi the anophelines have received close attention of research Avorkers all over the tropics, but never in history was the pace of progress in the study of 33 34 Such studies point to the beginning of a changed outlook of workers in the line and we feel that this has become a more urgent necessity since the introduction of synthetic insecticides like DDT in mosquito control operations which entail that more detailed knowledge of the habits and behaviour of the mosquitoes must be amassed if success has to be achieved. So vast and complicated is the scope of the subject that I feel it necessary to confine myself to certain aspects only of the problem which received some attention in my own State and to take a stock of the knowledge that has accumulated in this direction without attempting a complete linkage of the progress made elsewhere primarily on consideration of space.
II. Topographical Influence ox Anopheles
The topographical and climatic features of Bengal are so varied that it is no wonder that its fauna should be so variable in different parts. The whole region from the Himalayas to the Bay of Bengal has been divided, more peremptorily than on geologic basis, into 5 or 6 definite zones" and the distribution of anophelines shows that each zone has its distinctive population (Table I) . Another good example of this overlapping is afforded by the species sundaicus, our chief menace in the estuarine zone. This species although essentially a seafront breeder has lately spread further inland along the industrial belt on both sides of the river Hooghly around Calcutta (Fig. 1) . [Jan.. 1955 The urge of colonisation is inborn with all animals.
The instance of sundaicus invasion just mentioned illustrates this admirably. The 
